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Change your home with a new
fireplace and mantel design

by Sarah Gleim
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Photo courtesy of Horchow

alk irto just abaut any

one of Allanta’s clder

homes and & won't

1ake vou long o realize

that the fireplace used

o be the center of the

homia, But just because

the primary function of these old

firspiaces was to generate haat

doasn't mean their design took a

backseal. Most old freplaces were

flanked by intricately designed

mantats making them the focal
poirt of the reom.

Taday, however, many builders
have gotten away from that concept
and  install .':irrl.ple—d.wen dull
mantels arcamd hreplaces, leaving
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them withouwt much charcter and
style. Bur there are many ways to
liven up your fireplace and make it
the focal poant of YOMIT dpale.

Warm up to
a style

Fireplace mantels, like many other
architectural elements, are available
in just about any style imaginable—
everything from the simple lines
of the Arts and Crafts style o the
elaborate designs of the Vicrorian
period.

There are companies thar
specialize in creating manrels made
of everything from custom wood,
stone, marble and reclaimed wood
o nmaturzl limestone and  poured
concrere,  According o Jenny
Thomas, a designer and owner of
Habersham Home in  Buckhead
and HI_H[’L';.'II:'ui Hoime i "n."ll:gi.|'|'i:_|
Hl._u:l!ll.:uilj, You Can use ilul! :ll:'u_u.|‘.
u.l'l'g.'l!h.ll'l;.r|I I CiEale & |.1|'|'i|.||.||= ||'|:tr'||1:].
"I've even seen a Cadillae bumper
mache into a mantel,™ she =Y. “.-1.11'9.'
:'|.r|.'11||:u|.'|ur:|.| element Cimn l':-.- m.l.h;]
s a mantel.” She says ;rl:u.:l:e-. likl:
L:llcew-m:d .".|1li-.|_1;.e:~ :‘-."lalrl-ct:t :gnd
St .ﬁ.ntiqu: Miarket e great [l_l-:
Er.di.ng ald and wnigue mantels.

While car 1‘11I1L]1'EI.‘| e i:l:‘:l'ti-iil]l'r‘
Gk af ‘rl'l.-c h.lp |.1F r|'|.-|: |.i:q.t 4_'|F ]:\-tj]_'lutnr
materials, Thomas A0y wood i the
most Comimon |11:|.r|:'ri.:|]. fnlll_m.‘-:d I:"F
sone. "Wood 15 a really common
|!1:'||:'|||.'. pﬂ:-—rrmdr: n1:|.1'|li:|. fr;lr an nld.
Er-npl:l.-:.'u," she Sy, T skome and.
limestone are alio pnpul.:l'r.‘ 2
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Start from
scratch

If you want a complete overhaul,
the most important thing w consider
when cluxsing a  mew  mancel,
Thomas sivs, is the seyle of the room
you're working in. You woulbdn't want
to install m Lowis XVesevle mantel in
a room unles the room could ouly

on a project right now in a Craftsman.-
style dining room and we are wsing
a simple Arcs and Crafis mangel
because we don't want anything o
rake away from the oom’s existing
archirecture,” she saye. “The room is
armwotk in ieself”

On the other hand, master
crafsman  John  Meunier, a
custom mante]l maker and owner
af The Mantel Marker, savs the
mantel becomes a wvery imporant
architectural pam of a room and
hensse. “Becouse vou have a Tudos-
style home doesnt mean you have
ta have all Tudoe-style manrels,” he
says. Do matter what you have, if ir's
done comactly, 113 poing o make a
statemene.”

Mext 1o chooing the right syle
of your mantel, measuring s equally
important. Whether you're buying a
reclaimed piece or having a mantel
custom  built, measuring properly
is crivical in scaling the mantel wo
PIOPOTIONS AT £XBEE.

“Coaling is a style of its own,”
Meunicr save. “If the mantel iz not
scaled properly, you'll kmow it It
can't be way oo big or way too
small.” Ideally, the space necesary
for the mantel on the wall should
be ar lesst twice the width of the
firebox opening. “For example, 2
A-imch arehox should have 72-inch
wall withour any obstrsctions =uch
& door openings, window casings
of bookdhelves,” he says, “It's alw
crleal 1o measure the size of the
oo, the height of the ceiling and
the size of the firehox.™

Fire safery is another essential
aspect to choosing the right mantel

accommodate that book. "I'm working ~ Meunier says it is extremely critical ©
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The traditional
symmetrical
mantel
display —
centering

one item on
or above the
mantel and
flanking it with
a series of
identical items
on either side
works well,
especially in a
formal space.
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w build the manel o fire code,
which generally requires a minimum
of 8 inches on either side and 12
inches on the wop of the firebox for
J:l'l.'l‘l."l.'.ﬂlll.!‘l.ll-‘ll.‘l:'lﬂ II.IiIL‘L'II.ah :‘IJL':I as
marble, slate, tile or brick, generally
referred 1o as the freplace surround.

Make simple
changes

If you're sanisfied with the look
of your home's manrel and fireplace,
bat want to give it a fresher, more
upchated Look, Thomas says the easiest
thing to do 5 pant. “You can revive
an outdated brick freplace sumound
with Fresh paing,” she says, “Choose
an accent color o shade darker than
your wall color 3o the brick blends in
micely.” Dated brass imserr fireplaces

Alante Home Improvamant

also can be spray painved with a high-
temperature paint to give them a
mose current look.

Just a8 chere are mantel stybes
to suit every tmste, when it comes o
decorating that mantel, the sky is the
limie. And you don't have to have a
lange budiret to create a striking focal
point as long as you have balance.

If vour Grst inkling s to center
A r..'Ll'ﬂTil:l." r“in“nﬂ OF TIIEmaT  OveT
the fireplace, remember vou can add
a twist o the look by proppimg it
against the wall rather than hanging
it. Thomas suggests even hanging
it slightly off center. "It will work
as long as you balance it our with
something else like all candles or a
high armangement.” The raditional
symmetrical — mantel  display—
Centering one om  on or .'I.["l."'ﬂ.'f
the mantel (like a paincing) and
Hanking it with a series of idenvical
items (vases, for example) on elther
side—alsx works well, especially in a
formmal space.

You also can tey grouping several
ligheweighe irems on one side of vour
mantel (like sevesal small votbve
candles) and Balamee them with one
simgle heavier dtem (ke a manvel
cloek or mirmor) on the other side.

A when it comes to displaying
artwork, don't feel limited o using
only pamtings. “A 3D sculpture

. would be grear over a mantel,”
Thoamas says. You also ean find
simple architectural elements, such
me dromvvork, ot loseal Blen markets
and di:-r-'l:-'.',' them owver a Areplace.
Lighting also i important, so utilize
candler  and l-T\-c'-r]i.|.:]'||:.'| whenever
T\-c'u_isi'l'hlc- Adter all, the freplace 15
the room's focal pevin and you'll
want bo emphasize that as much as

possible. i
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Whether
you're buying

a reclaimed

piece or having

a mantel

custom built,

measuring

properly is . 1. _
critical in . [~ A D
scaling the 4 '

mantel so

proportions

are exact.

g
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Make your Mantel

Marvelous

Consider the bones of
the fireplace and the
mantel itself. Address
the architectura of the
fireplace and mantel
firgt. Ask voursalf:

Are the colors
harmonizing with the
rest of your home?

Is the proportion good
for the size of the
FOET ¢

Does the style work
with the direction of the
rest of the house?

Ara the areas flanking
the fireplace and
rmantel supporting a
balanced feal?

It i= wery important i
have enough visual
wiaight to balance the
fireplace baelow and the

athear side of the room.
Depanding on your
apace, this could call
far hanging & vartical
ar horizontal series of
two ar more piecas.
Sometimes a collection
of objects grouped
together will be a good
way to show off the
paraonality of your
hiorme.

A general rule of thumb
i% to hang the art no
highar than 12 inches
above the mantel. If
yvour plece of art is oul
of balance by hanging
it ot that distance, then
it may be too small.

Whan accessorizing,
a symmetrical
composition is more
traditional; often a
pair of topiarias, or

Photo courtesy of bantel A-ts Group LC
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gomathing with that
ghape, works wall,
Keep the side pieces
about two-thirds the
halght of the art,

= With an asymmatrical

display, the objects

in the group may bea
related in texture or
cobor or subject, but
the averall campoagition
should be balanced,
evan though you have
more things on one
gide of the mantel than
the other.

# Dion't use very small

goodies on the mantal;
save them for a

taller chest. Mantel
accesaories shoukd
hawve some size (o
tham.

Sourca; Rachal Lichramwvalier

ASID

Photos courtesy of
Habersham Homes

Ediitorial Resources ara on page 144,
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